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Stats for February-2008:

• Most basins south of L.Okee
are 1”-2” > average
• EAA WCAs & Big Cypress 
are about 2”-3” > average
• Upper Kissimmee & Martin/ 
StLucie basins are ~1” < avg

SFWMD 2008 
February Rainfall

Feb 2nd – 28th

DISTRICT-WIDE:
2.99” (142%, +0.88”)

Average February
= 2.19”



Stats for March -2008:

•Basins both north and south of 
L.Okee are 1”-2” > average
• SWC, Miami-Dade & Big 
Cypress are below > average

SFWMD 2008 
March Rainfall

Mar 2 - 12 

DISTRICT-WIDE:
1.89” (177%, +0.8”)

Average March
= 3.01”



• All basins are below average
• Most basins are 2”-3” < avg
• Upper & Lower Kissimmee &

Lake O deficits ~ 2 - 3” < avg

2007 stats:
• 9th driest year since 1932
• 2006-2007 set a new record-
low 2 calendar-yr total (83.6”) 
(1955-56: 84.6”)

SFWMD 2007-08 
Dry Season Rainfall
02-Nov-07 to 12-Mar-08

DISTRICT-WIDE:
7.83” (76%, -2.41”)

Average Dry Season
= 18.8”



http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html



Water Conditions and Operations
Upper SFWMD

ORLANDO

FT. PIERCE

Feb Canal stages 4’-5’ higher
than 1-yr ago. No discharge in 2008







Water Conditions and Operations
Lower SFWMD

WPB

MIAMI



EAA
WCA-1

WCA
2A

WCA-3A

S-155A

Water Supply 
Operations 

Not required since  
Feb 12-13 Rainfall



Current Elevation is
4.4 feet below average
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Seasonal Rainfall Variation in South Florida



MarchMarch MarMar--MayMay

The CPC outlook for March shows an increased chance of below-normal rainfall. 
The outlook for the remainder of the 2007-2008 dry season shows an increased 
chance of below-normal rainfall due to La Niña conditions which are predicted by 
many climate models to persist. 

U. S. Seasonal Precipitation Outlook
National Climate Prediction Center (CPC)

www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/multi_season/13_seasonal_outlooks/color/churchill.html



http://www.cpc.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.gif



Global Sea Surface Temperature Anomalies (IRI*)Global Sea Surface Temperature Anomalies (IRI*)

* IRI is the International Research Institute for Climate and So* IRI is the International Research Institute for Climate and Societyciety
Rectangle Represents the Nino 3.4 Region (5N-5S,120-170W)



According to the CPC strong La Nina conditions are now 
present across the tropical Pacific Ocean. This is the first 
strong La Nina condition since the 1999-2000 dry season.



Mar 1st

Stage 
=10.05’

2007    |           2008                 

25% Chance 
Stage > elev. 10.2’

25% Chance 
Stage < elev. 8.6’

50% Chance stage
falls between elev. 8.6’ & 10.2’



• 11 La Niña years in the 41-yr simulation
• 10 of 11 La Niña years end the dry

season with Lake stage between 
elevations 7.7’ – 9.2’

2007    |           2008                 



Questions?


